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1 . ON JULY 28 THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT HANDED US AN 
"INFORMAL PAPER" OUTLINING ITS PROPOSALS FOR A COORDINATED 
RESPONSE BY BENEFACTOR COUNTRIES TO PRESIDENT MOBUTU'S 
APPEAL FOR A "MARSHALL PLAN" FOR ZAIRE (REF B). THE 
THRUST OF THE BELGIAN PAPER WAS THAT THE U.S., FRANCE, 

BELGIUM, UK, AND SAUDI ARABIA SHOULD SYSTEMATICALLY 
COORDINATE THEIR EFFORTS TO HELP ZAIRE STRAIGHTEN OUT ITS 
ECONOMY AND INSTITUTE A RATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM. 

THE BELGIAN IDEA IS TO BUILD ON EXISTING IMF/IBRD AID 
ARRANGEMENTS, CONCENTRATING ON TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO 
INSURE EFFICIENT AND DISCIPLINED USE OF AVAILABLE 
RESOURCES. 

2. ON AUGUST 25 THE DEPARTMENT MADE A GENERALLY 
FAVORABLE RESPONSE TO THE BELGIAN INITIATIVE (REF C), 

STRESSING OUR INSISTENCE ON CONTINUING EXISTING 
INTERNATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS TO ASSIST ZAIRE. WE SUGGESTED 
THAT BELGIUM REFINE ITS THINKING ON JUST HOW THE DESIRED 
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IMPROVED COOPERATION AMONG ASSISTING STATES WOULD BE 
DEVELOPED. 

3. THE POLITICAL BACKGROUND FOR THE BELGIAN INITIATIVE IS 
MOBUTU'S DIRECT REQUEST TO THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT DURING 
HIS BRUSSELS VISIT IN JUNE THAT IT TAKE THE LEAD IN 
ORGANIZING A "MARSHALL PLAN" DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM FOR ZAIRE. 
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THE BELGIANS REGARDED THIS DUBIOUS HONOR AS A NOT-SUBTLE 
REMINDER THAT IT WAS FRANCE, NOT BELGIUM WHICH STEPPED 
FORWARD SMARTLY TO HELP MOBUTU TURN BACK THE SHABA 
INVASION AND NOW IT WAS BELGIUM’S TURN TO BE HELPFUL. 

4. BELGIANS WERE INDEED CONCERNED BY THE RELATIVE RISE IN 
FRENCH INFLUENCE IN ZAIRE AS A RESULT OF PARIS' VIGOROUS 
SUPPORTIVE ACTION. MOREOVER. THE SECOND TINDEMANS 
CABINET, JUST FORMED, INCLUDES FOREIGN MINISTER HENRI 
SIMONET, WHO STRONGLY ADVOCATES AN ACTIVE BELGIAN POLICY 
IN ZAIRE IN SUPPORT OF MOBUTU. MOBUTU’S RECENT DISMISSAL 
OF CENTRAL BANK HEAD SAMBWA AND FOREIGN MINISTER NGUZA 
HAS SHAKEN THE SIMONET CAMP BUT NOT YET SAPPED ITS RESOLVE 
TO WORK THROUGH MOBUTU IN SEEKING TO STRENGTHEN THE 
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL FABRIC OF THE FORMER COLONY. 

5. TINDEMANS AND SIMONET WILL WISH TO EXCHANGE VIEWS ON 
THE NATURE OF THE MOBUTU PURGE AND WHAT IT PORTENDS FOR 
HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH WELL-INTENTIONED WESTERN COUNTRIES. 
THE BELGIANS WILL NO DOUBT URGE THAT A STRAIGHTENING-OUT 
OF THE BELGIAN ECONOMY REMAINS STRONGLY IN THE WESTERN 
INTEREST AND THAT THE KIND OF EXPERTISE AND DISCIPLINE 
THAT THE BELGIAN PROPOSALS SEEK TO APPLY TO THE AID EFFORT 
IS NOW ALL THE MORE NECESSARY. THEY WILL HOPE TO NAIL 
DOWN US SUPPORT, PUBLICLY IF POSSIBLE. CHAMBERS 
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